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Dear friends, 
 
What day is it?  What week of the Sheltering in Place order are we on?  How long have I been 
your Transitional Executive and Stated Clerk?  What is this job supposed to be?  How many 
Zoom meetings and Facebook live worship services can one attend in a day?  And in the great 
words of a Facebook meme – WHEN WILL THIS BE OVER????   
 
Some of these questions are facetious and tongue in cheek, and others of them are quite 
serious and still others are questions you may have also asked on at least one hundred 
occasions.  Sadly, I have very few answers and very few authoritative responses to these 
questions.  We seem to be stuck in an in-between and hard place of unknowing.  My faith 
informs so much of the day to day and the questions, and the realization that there will be a 
tomorrow, and it will look different than today, but I find very little definitiveness as to exactly 
what that tomorrow will be or look like.   
 
The good news is that within this Presbytery, our committees, pastors, and churches are doing 
amazing pirouettes and pivots to meet the challenges of this Covid-19 era and the unknown 
future.  Our entire staff continues to work mostly at home and desires to be responsive to your 
requests.  Please email or phone us at the church office.  My own schedule is filled with Zoom 
meetings and other calls, and I look forward to receiving yours.   None of the marvelous 
technology we have is a substitute (imho) for being in your offices, homes, places of worship for 
a Sunday service, local coffee shops and more.  But for right now, replacements and substitutes 
are what we have.   
 
I continue to work and prepare myself for what is next, in a time of waiting and lesser travel 
and activity, I am doing as much reading and studying and preparing for what may lie ahead as 
time will allow.  I previously mentioned a book I am currently reading entitled “How to Lead 
When You Don’t Know Where You Are Going,” by Susan Beaumont.  I cannot imagine a timelier 
read.  She names times of transition and uncertainty as “liminal” – meaning a season in which 
“watching and waiting can be difficult, overplanning can be futile, and it simply isn’t helpful to 
pretend that we understand what happens next….all of God’s greatest work occurs in liminal 
space.”  (pp. 1-2).  Furthermore, she says “The natural human response is to resist liminality 
and to strive backward to the old familiar identity, or forward to the unknown identity.  The 
ambiguity and disorientation are at times so heightened that the very work required to move 
forward becomes impossible to engage.”  WOW!  Is it just me or is this truth with a capital “T”?   
 
 
 
 
 
 



We are in a threshold moment and maybe we have been here longer than we even realize, but 
this virus and the related changes required have heightened our awareness and forced some of 
us to ponder more deeply what this time means now and for the future.  I hope that all of you 
(okay, I’m a dreamer) will join me in exploring this time as a community of faithful wanderers in 
the wilderness, grumbling Israelites, visionary Moses-figures and fervently hopeful Jesus-
followers, looking for light in the dim places and just enough guidance to know the right next 
step, even though we cannot see the full picture of what is to come.   
 
Finally, this liminal time has limited my ability to get out to many of you and your churches in all 
the “normal” modes of meeting and transportation.  To that end, I hope you’ll register for our 
first “Get to Know the Transitional Executive Leader” coffee hour on Zoom, on May 1, at 10:00 
am.  There is no obligation to attend, but feel free to drop in if you like.  Our first call will be a 
simple Q&A with me, as well as a brief check-in with one another.  No large agenda or 
obligations or preparation are needed.  Understanding time limitations and schedule 
challenges, I will probably offer a few more of these at future dates and times.   Please watch 
your emails for an invitation and registration info for this gathering.    I look forward to 
“meeting” with you next week and in the future.   
 
Grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ to all of you, 
Gail 
 
PS:  The information related to Covid-19 resources for your churches is growing and far too fluid 
and voluminous to include here, so PLEASE reach out to us if you have a need or question.   
My contact info is execpsk@gmail.com and cell phone 925-852-7481.   
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